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Follow this
comprehensive
checklist to

assess your home's
“greenness” and
determine areas
for improvement

Give your home an

ABOVE:

An eco-audit
might reveal the
need to seal gaps
around windows

ou've probably heard
Yabout energy audits.

Many firms offer them
to help homeowners cut down

on energy usage and save
money. But have you consid-

and insulate
yourattic.  ered giving your home an eco-
audit, which can help you
opposITE:  determine its level of greenness?
If you must “An eco-audit is more expan-

water your lawn,
you can reduce
water usage by

sive than an energy audit,”
explains Diane Dandeneau, co-
founder and execurive director

installing an
in-ground of the Boulder-based Green
sprinkler system Heart Institute, an organization
withatimer.  that teaches homeowners about

sustainable living practices. “An
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energy audit focuses on the
technical aspects of a building,
while an eco-audit deals with
how you live.”

While eco-audirs are
becoming popular in the
United Kingdom, they havent
really taken off in the United
States and Canada yet. But
they can be beneficial in a
number of ways, since they
will not only provide an indi-
cation of the size of your
home’s overall environmental
footprint, but can also help
you save money.

This, according to Dande-

Eco-Audit....

neau, often inspires action.
She notes that 30 families for
whom the Green Hearrt Insti-
tute recently provided eco-
audits and action plans collec-
tively saved 16 percent on
energy bills over the course of
five months by making their
homes and their lives more
eco-friendly.

Generally, an eco-audit
focuses on four aspects of a
home: energy conservation,
water Conscrvﬂtiol'h hcﬂl[hy
living practices and green liv-
ing practices. Homeowners
can examine each area in
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